Village Library of Morgantown

Collection Development Policy
COMMUNITIES SERVED


The Village Library is a small library with a service area of just over 11,000 people.  It is located eighteen miles from the district center in Reading.  It is also located where three counties come together: Berks, Lancaster, and Chester.  This community has had a history of being conservative with an agricultural economic base; it is now, however, in a state of transition.  New homes and businesses are being built.  It is becoming a bedroom community for the surrounding cities of Reading, Lancaster and Philadelphia.  Many of our new patrons are commuters. 

CLIENTELE SERVED


The Village Library serves patrons with many different interests and values, in addition to the traditional needs of a rural population.  Among the users are home-school families, public school students, college students who live nearby and retirees.  There is an occasional demand for educational materials to assist patrons earn their General Education Diploma (GED) or a job hunter inquiring for information. 


Our service area includes Caernarvon (Berks County) and Robeson Townships and New Morgan Borough.  Because of the confluence of the three counties here, we have users from twelve to fifteen other boroughs or townships that find this library more convenient to use than their home libraries. Patrons who live outside these three counties, but who work in the Morgantown area also use this library.

COLLECTION PARAMETERS


The Village Library strives to have a well-balanced collection.  We recognize that no library in this day of tight budgets can fulfill all the needs for everyone so we rely greatly on county inter-library loan service via ALIN, ACCESS PENNSYLVANIA or the District Center.  The reference collection includes items designated for a Basic Plus collection as determined by Berks County Library Board.  As new resources are purchased the goal of a balanced collection is considered as well as the needs of our particular clientele.  Patron requests are filled in keeping with the guidelines of this document. 


The collection encompasses adult fiction, with a particular emphasis on current bestsellers, adult nonfiction, juvenile fiction and nonfiction, picture books and easy readers.  The library also has a substantial adult large print section, which includes fiction, nonfiction and biographies.  Audiobooks are available in the adult and juvenile sections as books-on-tape, books on CD and read-alongs.  Videos and DVDs are categorized as juvenile fiction and non-fiction or adult fiction and non-fiction.  Our music collection includes cassette tapes and compact disks, derived mainly from donations.  There are 8 personal computers and 2 lap top computers available for patron use with access to the Internet and word processing capabilities.  A magnification unit is available for our visually impaired patrons. 

PURPOSE OF COLLECTION


The Village Library attempts to serve the informational, recreational, and educational needs of its present and potential patrons within the bounds of accepted library service. 

PRIORITIES AND LIMITATIONS


A balanced collection is the goal. This means representation of various viewpoints and material in a broad range of subject matter.


Multiple copies of bestsellers are made available in response to high patron demand.  Suggestions by patrons of books to purchase are honored when possible, keeping the library’s selection guidelines in mind.


Gifts are welcomed if they are in accord with the guideline of this document.  It is to be understood that if a gift is not suitable for the library, it will be put in one of the book sales held by the Board of the Village Library and the Friends of the Library.  Gifts can be made through the Adopt-A-Book program, purchased by a patron and donated to the library, donated from someone’s personal library, or all of the above. 


No donations will be accepted on a conditional basis; they become the property of the library. 


The resources of this library are extended through inter-library loans. 

SELECTION OF MATERIALS


Materials will be selected with the informational, recreational, educational and interest needs of the patron community in mind. 


Material selection is the sole responsibility of the Library Director who may delegate this task only to such members of the staff who are qualified by education and experience.


Library materials will not be excluded because of the race, religion, nationality, and political or social views of the author(s).  This board believes that censorship is a purely individual matter and declares that while anyone if free to reject for oneself materials which do not meet with that individual’s approval, no one has the right to censor or restrict the freedom of others.  This board does acknowledge the rights and responsibilities of parents to monitor the reading of their children.  This library does not promote any one particular view, but attempts to present materials with a variety of viewpoints.  Criteria for selection involve literary merit, value to the collection and potential user appeal.  


Materials are selected by consulting reputable, unbiased, professionally prepared selection guides, such as:

a. Booklist

b. Library Journal

c. Local Newspaper Book Sections

d. Internet sources, such as Amazon.com

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM


The Board of Trustees of the Village Library will adopt and be compliant with:

a. The Library Bill of Rights (American Library Association Council, 1972)

b. The Freedom to Read Statement (ALA and Association of American Publishers, 1972)

c. The Freedom to View

RECONSIDERATION OF MATERIALS


When the issue of censorship arises, it will be handled by the Library Director and the following procedure will be followed:

a. Listen courteously to the complaint.

b. Provide the individual with a copy of the Collection Development Policy.

c. Provide the individual with the form, which requests that the library reconsider the material in question.

d. Explain that after this form is filled out, it will be brought before the library board.

e. Inform the board of the facts concerning the case.

f. The library board will then make a final judgment. 

WITHDRAWAL OF MATERIALS


In order to promote the quality and integrity of the collection, obsolete, unused or little-used and damaged materials are removed on a regular basis.  Infrequently used material is retained if it contributes to the quality and balance of the collection. 
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